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LIGHT OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 1074 N Fairfield Rd, Layton, UT 84041    www.lotvlayton.org 

 www.facebook.com/lotvlayton    www.youtube.com/lotvlayton 

 Worship: Sundays 10:30 am; Mondays 7:00 pm  Bible Study for All: Sundays at 9:15 am 

    Church Office: 801-444-1591     Pastor’s Mobile: 385-319-1026 

 Office Assistant’s E-mail:       Pastor’s E-mail:  

 secretary@lotvlayton.org      pastorklein@lotvlayton.org 

 

Welcome 

The season of Epiphany (the Greek word for “appearance”) recalls how Jesus appeared 

and proved himself to be the Son of God and the Savior of all people. In the Bible 

readings for today, God makes it clear that his salvation is not only for his chosen Old 

Testament people but also for the Gentiles (non-Jews). Jesus is the Savior of all people! 

Guests & Visitors 

We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! Please fill out a guest card located 

underneath the second and fourth chair in front of you and give this card to the pastor 

or fill out our online guestbook on our church website. If there is any other way that we 

can serve you, please let us know. God bless your worship! 

Information 

Restrooms are located on your right as you exit the back of the sanctuary. 

The Fellowship Hall is located to the left of the sanctuary.  

A Playroom & Nursery are available for small children, located to your right as you exit 

the back of the sanctuary, near the entrance to the Ladies’ Restroom.  

Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available on the table to the 

right of the center doors of the sanctuary. 

Prayer Requests can be made by filling out the prayer request book as you enter church 

or by speaking with the pastor.  

Serving in Worship 

Music: Gail Vander Wal 

Ushers: Harry Short & Steve Vander Wal 

Communion Assistant: Eric Meinzen 

Acolyte: Amaré McAdams 

Lay Reader: Gavin Kidd 

Worship Leader: Pastor Jonathan Klein 

Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnYKT5lZO93bsCWYt-13AWwIhajklVXkM0JHVOnuWFLk16wg/viewform
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Order of Worship 
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and 

thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung 

by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.  

STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 

M: Oh, how I love your law! 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 

M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

C: for they are ever with me. 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 

C: for I meditate on your statutes. 

M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!  (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.  (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn 

it. For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his 

forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner. 

 



5 | P a g e  

 
 

 

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 

of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). 

The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on 

the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your 

salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he 

does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 

iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 

love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far 

has he removed our transgressions from us. Give thanks to the Lord, for 

he is good, his love endures forever. I am forgiven! Amen.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray: Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the 

nations your one and only Son. Guide us also, who know him now by faith, 

to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BE SEATED 

The Word of God 
This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is not the uncertain word of 

untrustworthy human beings. It is the Word of God that has called us to faith and strengthens our faith 

in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil. 

First Bible Reading: 1 Kings 10:1-9  

When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relationship 

to the LORD, she came to test Solomon with hard questions. 2 Arriving at 

Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with camels carrying spices, large 

quantities of gold, and precious stones—she came to Solomon and talked with 

him about all that she had on her mind. 3 Solomon answered all her questions; 

nothing was too hard for the king to explain to her. 4 When the queen of Sheba 

saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 5 the food on his 

table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his 

cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the LORD, she was 

overwhelmed.  
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6 She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your 

achievements and your wisdom is true. 7 But I did not believe these things until I 

came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom 

and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard. 8 How happy your people 

must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear 

your wisdom! 9 Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and 

placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, 

he has made you king to maintain justice and righteousness.”  

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 84  

For the director of music. According to gittith. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. 

 1 How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty! 2 My soul yearns, even faints, 

for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 3 

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where 

she may have her young— a place near your altar, LORD Almighty, my King and 

my God. 4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.  

5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 
6 As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of springs; the 

autumn rains also cover it with pools. 7 They go from strength to strength, till 

each appears before God in Zion.  

8 Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty; listen to me, God of Jacob. 9 Look on our 

shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one.  

10 Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be 

a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 11 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor; no good 

thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless. 12 LORD Almighty, 

blessed is the one who trusts in you.  
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Second Bible Reading: Acts 13:38-49  

38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness 

of sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free 

from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 
40 Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you:  

41 “ ‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do something in 

your days that you would never believe, even if someone told you.’”  

42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to 

speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation 

was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul 

and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of 

God.  

44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the 

Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began 

to contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him.  

46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of 

God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of 

eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has 

commanded us: “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 

salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the 

Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.  

49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region.  

STAND 
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Gospel Reading 

M: The Gospel for the Epiphany of our Lord comes from Matthew chapter 2 

reading verses 1 to 12. 

 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been 

born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.”  

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 

law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 

they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:  

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 

Israel.’”  

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 

the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 

carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may 

go and worship him.”  
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9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 

seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 

of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 

go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.  

M:  This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

 

Confession of Faith: The Apostle’s Creed 
The Creed is a summary of the Christian faith and a confession of the whole Christian Church on earth 

concerning the teachings of Scripture and especially of the person of Jesus Christ. Believers join their 

voices with one another and the whole Christian Church on earth to confess God’s truth. 

M: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 
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Children’s Message 
The children are invited up to the front of church for a message from the pastor.  

Hymn of the Day: CW 91   The Star Proclaims the King is Here 

 

Sermon on Acts 13:38-49 
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word 

to your life. In order to help with this application, consider these questions during or after the sermon.  

1) What does it mean to be God’s chosen people?  

2) Since only God knows who he has chosen for eternal life, what do we do with 

the message of forgiveness of sins through Jesus? 
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STAND 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

Thank Offering to God 
The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God for all that he has done for us.  You can also 

set up electronic giving with Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement, which you can find on our website 

(www.lotvlayton.org) under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it 

today. Another way is to “Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using 

the $ before the amount; then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems, 

contact our Financial Secretary, Brian Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org). 

STAND 

 

http://www.lotvlayton.org/
mailto:finsec@lotvlayton.org
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Prayer of the Church 
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He 

promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind, 

we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises.   

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you 

came into our world to save us from sin and death: 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy 

of salvation to those doomed to death. 

M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let 

the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. 

Open our own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live 

without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your 

gospel. 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts 

to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our 

loved ones near and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in 

your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give 

hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say 

and do. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
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M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will 

stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing 

the everlasting song of triumph. 

C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Sacrament of  

the Lord’s Supper 
 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness 

of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear 

witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory 

as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Christ destroyed death and destroyed the power of Satan. We join the saints and angels in a song of 

praise to our God in what is called the “Sanctus.” 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
The words we sing are taken from John 1:29. Believers come as spiritual beggars and cry out to Christ, 

the Lamb of God, to have mercy on us and to take away our sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

Distribution 
On the basis of what God’s Word says, the Lord’s Supper is an 

expression of unity in beliefs. Therefore, we kindly ask that only 

confirmed members of Light of the Valley and of the Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod and those in fellowship with us partake 

of Holy Communion. We encourage those who would like to receive 

Holy Communion with us to speak with the Pastor before doing so. 
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Distribution Hymn:  Take and Eat 
As the Lord’s Supper is being distributed, you are welcome to sing with the refrain of “Take and Eat.” 

 
STAND 

Song of Simeon 
The words of this song are based on Simon’s praises when he finally saw his Savior (Luke 2:29-32).  
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Blessing 
As we close our worship service, we leave with direct blessings from our Lord and God, using the words 

that God gave to Aaron the High Priest to bless the Israelites (Numbers 6:22-27).  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 

the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.  
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Closing Hymn:  CW 83   As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

Take a moment to reflect on today’s message, one of the Bible readings, or on a hymn during the service.  

Following the announcements, feel free to leave the chapel when you wish and join us in the fellowship 

hall for some refreshments. Have a blessed week!  

Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720723. Scripture 

quotations from the Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 International Bible Society.   
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Announcements 

Book of Job Bible Study 

Join us as we study the book of Job on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am, in which we learn 

how to be a Christian friend to someone who is suffering. Attend in person at church or 

via Google Meet (meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo). The Bible study recordings will be 

made available through the link in the weekly newsletter.   

 

January Calendar Available    
The January calendar is available on the information table by the bulletin board between  

the restrooms. You can also download it on our church website (www.lotvlayton.org) 

under the calendar tab. 

  

2022 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2022 have been placed in your church mailboxes and are ready 

for pick-up. If you have any questions, please contact our Financial Secretary, Brian 

Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org). 

 

Financial Peace University    
Tell your money where to go instead of wondering where it went! Join my virtual 

Financial Peace University class and learn to make a budget you’ll actually stick to. We 

meet online, so you won’t even have to leave home. Visit fpu.com/1143374 to sign up 

for my class and start your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace! Class starts Thursday, 

January 13 at 6:30 pm. Contact Eric Meinzen (801-499-0393; ericmeinzen@gmail.com) if 

you have any questions. 

 

Christmas Decoration Removal  
After worship on Sunday, January 2, we will be taking down our Christmas decorations. If 

you are able to stay and help, we would greatly appreciate it. Many hands make light 

work.  

 

Arts & Crafts 

You are invited to join in for an afternoon of art and craft projects on Tuesday, January 

4, starting at 1:00 pm. Contact Brenda Kidd (brendakidd@lotvlayton.org; 801-663-0015) 

to RSVP and find out about upcoming projects. 

file:///C:/Users/PK/Documents/Preaching/035%20Easter%202/Year%20A/2020/meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo
http://www.lotvlayton.org/
mailto:finsec@lotvlayton.org
http://fpu.com/1143374
mailto:ericmeinzen@gmail.com
mailto:brendakidd@lotvlayton.org
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Card Game Night  
Everyone is invited to an evening of fellowship and cards on Saturday, January 8, starting 

at 5:00 pm. A variety of card games (and snacks) will be available. 

Evangelism Training  
The next session of our evangelism training Bible Study, led by our Evangelism Chairman, 

Harry Short, will be Sunday, January 16 at noon. All are invited to attend and learn how 

to be an evangelist in your everyday interactions. If you have any questions, contact 

Harry (outreach@lotvlayton.org; 801-828-7027).  

 

Special Needs Worship  
Our Jesus Cares special needs worship service will be held next on Saturday, January 

15 at 11:00 am. If you know someone with special needs, extend them an invitation. 

Contact Harry Short (801-828-7027; outreach@lotvlayton.org) for details.  

 

Angels and Demons Bible Study  
Good vs. Evil. This conflict has been part of the universe ever since Satan rebelled against 

God, and it only intensified with the fall into sin. This struggle is not only evident in the 

material world where we live, but it is being waged in the spiritual world as well. We want 

to remember this truth as we enter the world of Angels and Demons, a five-part Bible 

Study, open to everyone, continues January 15 at 5:00 pm. If you would like to attend, 

please RSVP to Eric Meinzen (ericmeinzen@gmail.com; 801-499-0393) so he can make 

sure to have enough food. Bring a side dish or dessert if you wish.  

 

Lutheran Recovery Group  
There are many things in life that can threaten our relationship with Jesus. So, on Tuesday 

nights at 7:00 pm, we have a recovery support group at Light of the Valley to strengthen 

each other through God’s Word and to encourage one another. If you have questions, 

please contact Faith York (920-691-2332; help@lotvlayton.org).  

 

Advocates for Survivors of Abuse  
Light of the Valley now has trained advocates available for survivors of domestic violence 

and abuse, as well as anyone supporting survivors of domestic abuse. If you would like 

to utilize this new resource, or are interested in becoming a trained advocate, please 

contact Faith York (920-691-2332; help@lotvlayton.org).  

 

mailto:outreach@lotvlayton.org
mailto:outreach@lotvlayton.org
mailto:ericmeinzen@gmail.com
mailto:help@lotvlayton.org
mailto:help@lotvlayton.org
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This Week at LOTV 
Sunday, January 2  9:15 am  Bible Study for All Ages 

10:30 am Worship w/ Holy Communion 

12:00 pm Christmas Decoration Take Down 

Monday, January 3  7:00 pm  Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Tuesday, January 4  1:00 pm  Arts & Crafts 

7:00 pm  Lutheran Recovery Group 

Wednesday, January 5 5:00 pm  Elders’ Meeting 

Thursday, January 6  7:00 pm  AA Meeting 

Saturday, January 8  5:00 pm  Card Game Night 

Sunday, January 9  9:15 am  Bible Study for All Ages 

10:30 am Worship w/ Holy Communion 

12:00 pm Council Meeting 

Church Membership: What Does it Mean? 

There are over 80 member households at Light of 

the Valley (LOTV). Church membership is the 

tangible connection to the family of faith that is 

our congregation. It is a connection consisting of 

unity in the Bible’s teachings and commitment to 

the mission, ministry, and members of this 

congregation. Participation in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at LOTV says, among 

other things, that you are so united and committed to this congregation. Our Bible 

Information Class (BIC) explains the Bible’s teachings as confessed by our Lutheran 

church. It also explains the mission and ministry of this congregation so that inquirers 

can decide if they want to be committed members of it. As Pastor Klein for the next class 

offering. You can also listen the lessons on our church website by clicking on the “Learn” 

and then the “Bible Information Class” tabs on the main front-page menu.  
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New Year, New Outfit, New You! 

How much thought did you put into the question: “What am I going to wear to go out for 

New Year’s Eve?” Do we spend more time each day in God’s Word or looking in the mirror?  

As professionals we need to dress a certain way for work. When we go out of our house to 

run errands, meet friends, or go to church, we look in the mirror. We might even look in that 

mirror for hours. The mirror that we need when we become so consumed with our physical 

appearance or other worldly things is the mirror of the law. We are reminded in James 1:23-

25: “Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks 

at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what 

he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 

continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in 

what they do.” Are we continuing in worldliness and focusing our thoughts on earthly things, 

or the things that will last forever (Matthew 6:19-22)? 

It’s a new year. This is a time for young and old alike to make resolutions. Some resolve to 

be a better student/spouse/parent/friend, to eat healthier, to quit smoking, etc. God gives 

us a perfect New Year’s resolution: “You were taught…to put on the new self, created after 

the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 4:24) 

Paul reminds us what we are to resolve to do every day of our Christian lives. Through our 

baptism, the Holy Spirit has brought into God’s family and we have been made new. The old 

sinful nature and its dirty rags have been taken away. Through Jesus’ redemptive work, we 

were given the robe of righteousness to live a new and holy life. God has remade us in his 

image, equipped us to love, serve, and praise Him. Let us love Him by putting on our new 

self daily, just as we put on our new clothes every morning. When we wake up each day, he 

has already clothed us and equipped us to be in our actions what we already are by grace.  

No matter what we choose in the way of clothing for New Year’s Eve or any day, let’s continue 

to be the new person God has already remade us to be by his grace: baptized and redeemed 

sons and daughters of the King. These are the only clothes that will fit us eternally! 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for making me the person I am. You have clothed 

me with the robe of righteousness that Jesus won for me. Help me to put on my new self, 

created in your image, each day. Equip me to love, serve, and praise you in all I do. Let me 

show love in all my relationships so that when people see me, they see you! Amen. 


